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CARIBE WAVE 2020   

Regional Tsunami Exercise 

CARIBE WAVE is an exercise held annually to test and evaluate tsunami readiness. 

CARIBE WAVE 20 was held on March 19, 2020 at 14h00 UTC. The beginning of this year was 

marked by increased seismic activity in the Caribbean region, especially to the south of Puerto 

Rico and to the east of Jamaica. This seismic activity shed a light on the risk that tsunamis can 

pose to the Caribbean region in the event of an earthquake. For this reason, it was expected that 

the CARIBE WAVE exercise would have more participants than previous years. The hashtag 

tracker Brand24 was used to monitor #CaribeWave20 from February 22 to March 23 and its data 

supported the high turnout expectations: the social media posts reached over 850,000 people 

worldwide. Emergency management agencies from countries such as the British Virgin Islands, 

Venezuela, and St. Kitts and Nevis informed citizens through online article publications that 

their country would participate in the exercise on March 19. The National Weather Service and 

the Puerto Rico Seismic Network also published informative posts related to tsunami awareness 

in preparation for CARIBE WAVE. 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 virus, however, meant that the original plans for the 

exercise had become unfeasible. The scope of the exercise was reduced to a communications 

test. Participating countries then determined if they were going to conduct any follow-up 

activities. Martinique, Guadeloupe, Puerto Rico, Barbados, and the British Virgin Islands 

disseminated this change of plans and informed the public of their specific situation. NaDMA of 

Grenada, for example, said the exercise would be postponed. These notifications serve as 

reminders of the importance of tsunami preparedness even though most people could not 

physically participate in the exercise. We verified that the test message from the Pacific Tsunami 

Warning Center went out by contacting a tsunami focal point in Puerto Rico and from PTWC’s 

social media posts. Despite all the outreach for tsunami awareness published in the weeks prior 

to the exercise, the timing of COVID-19 limited the impact that CARIBE WAVE could have on 

disaster preparedness. 

This report includes 27 associated publications accessed through internet from 10 Member 

States and Territories in the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions, as well as international 

organizations. TV and radio broadcasts are not included. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PTWC 
 

 
Retrieved from: https://twitter.com/NWS_PTWC/status/1240639191395872768  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/NWS_PTWC/status/1240639191395872768


 

 

Barbados 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Retrieved from: https://www.facebook.com/dem246/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-

R&eid=ARDIrTpgMn46z7nNP1fXum5wRTiyJuPI7fZ7bvpv3I7L0dD6SEx2w-hhAxOpi0tLuxlu1pqOYAKwTKZ- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dem246/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARDIrTpgMn46z7nNP1fXum5wRTiyJuPI7fZ7bvpv3I7L0dD6SEx2w-hhAxOpi0tLuxlu1pqOYAKwTKZ-
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Costa Rica 

 

Retrieved from: 

https://www.facebook.com/sinamot.cr/photos/a.1451609581787368/2747537645527882/?type=

3&theater 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sinamot.cr/photos/a.1451609581787368/2747537645527882/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/sinamot.cr/photos/a.1451609581787368/2747537645527882/?type=3&theater


 

 

France 

 

 

 

 

Retrieved from: https://www.facebook.com/Ouragans-com-

147027384667/?__xts__[0]=68.ARAVprGrx-XxR61_L37ZkoZhEOojsiGaIQaYTCfKdTVJ-

M8rXL_RSX_X64BkHKUv0emzgo9hxO4PjWNnOxSFz4A3nsR8SrIFpqhfD0TEYuskt9IMXm

BovhqKt53FRXUIAjn73amk5aJ0ceCsrb5INbWtFSTicnqWYl9JIsTZIdG67w7USsPGEY3rmeH

z9bJj4tSkmrefkqtwbA_A_VkyCucfvi5eUWa67PuoYCaJbrCJovudLYAG7GkEhhLIcPMMJkY

AtkKTmxRP191v2sMOaoFFsdjLNDWZplJracXcOibe-78lTyu3GXgvb_yDjJU9qwut-llXsMpG-

nyu-4UodyIDKw&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-

R&eid=ARBt2QSRaW7mXMff4x9yftZF33A6dhIFfWJ3vPwgCO5NllTmr8AiaBdU3PNaoYIht

RljoiAPdrD-ngNA  

https://www.facebook.com/Ouragans-com-147027384667/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAVprGrx-XxR61_L37ZkoZhEOojsiGaIQaYTCfKdTVJ-M8rXL_RSX_X64BkHKUv0emzgo9hxO4PjWNnOxSFz4A3nsR8SrIFpqhfD0TEYuskt9IMXmBovhqKt53FRXUIAjn73amk5aJ0ceCsrb5INbWtFSTicnqWYl9JIsTZIdG67w7USsPGEY3rmeHz9bJj4tSkmrefkqtwbA_A_VkyCucfvi5eUWa67PuoYCaJbrCJovudLYAG7GkEhhLIcPMMJkYAtkKTmxRP191v2sMOaoFFsdjLNDWZplJracXcOibe-78lTyu3GXgvb_yDjJU9qwut-llXsMpG-nyu-4UodyIDKw&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBt2QSRaW7mXMff4x9yftZF33A6dhIFfWJ3vPwgCO5NllTmr8AiaBdU3PNaoYIhtRljoiAPdrD-ngNA
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Grenada 

 
Retrieved from: https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/regional-tsunami-exercise-caribewave-

20-postponed-due-to-covid-19-threat/ 

https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/regional-tsunami-exercise-caribewave-20-postponed-due-to-covid-19-threat/
https://www.nowgrenada.com/2020/03/regional-tsunami-exercise-caribewave-20-postponed-due-to-covid-19-threat/


 

 

Puerto Rico 

 

Retrieved from: https://twitter.com/enas_puertorico/status/1240393231164149762 

 

 

https://twitter.com/enas_puertorico/status/1240393231164149762


 

 

 

Retrieved from: https://www.facebook.com/OMMEGUAYAMA/?__tn__=kC-

R&eid=ARCrgL44rrpaNjZeHslju5OTLOBO0rDbiZpM3nDUgq02-rxYmgewq1kg-

4LEXFo5YbIbLDxhS3oR-sru&hc_ref=ARTMNcCbELQT2n-sbk1750oVont-

7OAbk9Ktb8THopK0PcAz_l6yXwtAGfLRdJUnHGg&fref=nf&__xts__[0]=68.ARBJiTFMMZ

bbDDL-soiTwSe7AxpFA4F5tGvuvCXbxTr6-

SYE9yc7z2QmpF1SQVhaGKMtoYnwb8Mo7hpuc4PMFUdhRtwXB8xNryLCzXg-

BjCzQ3RUQ3yR8Ln6HVSgitHOPUiaWYqdKFCP6aKIHRiIyFyR77m_RTRtAIYdIIPWaGmR

bIF0DaZoUOtu6eq0yAsbYoSRJpwL_CKbgj7GUcVbsPHcKJTHxWKDk-

RCc4HCOFgnt_9wgbVCob9wL6wrcOLdzTfZDioYY8bBcjM-

qiUJ09p90_UXhWWKlU7Y5rfc7IuhcR4Al4ljh07J-99bbjfyvu7SmbgdtmuOS-12OCgKTbVh 
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