
5.5 Enhanced communication and engagement s trategy 
to raise awarenes s  of Ocean Decade activities



Current s tatus  of Decade implementation

• Low number of Decade Actions , es pecially in SIDS
• Limited availability of funding and res ources  for des ign, delivery and coordination of 

trans formative ocean s cience in the region
• Few National Decade Committees  and lack of regional coordinating framework for s haring of 

experiences  and learning 
• Lack of regional vis ion and owners hip for Ocean Decade amongs t divers e s takeholder groups  
• Lack of tangible examples  of approaches  and impact of working acros s  s cience – policy –

s ociety influence 

Targeted, relevant and s trategic communications  can help overcome exis ting barriers  and 
improve engagement and impact of Ocean Decade in the region



Principles  of enhanced communications  & 
engagement 

Targeted to divers e 
s takeholder groups

Regionally and 
nationally relevant 

(including language & 
platforms )

Able to be replicated 
and us ed by multiple 

partners
Strategic and focus ed

Meas urable, 
res ourced and 

adaptable



Actors  and targets  of communications  & 
engagement

Key Actors for 
Developing & 

Delivering Actions
Decade Coordination Unit 

DCOs, DCCs and DIPs

Regional Taskforce

Strategic Communications Group

National Decade Committees

Ocean Decade Alliance 

Main Targets of 
Communications / 

Engagement 
Member States

Regional & international funders

Proponents of existing and future 
Decade Actions

Key user groups – policy makers, 
industry, managers

Media / press



Key initiatives  underway and planned 
• Brand Toolkit for Decade Partners  
• National Decade Committee Bes t Practice Manual and 

mentoring /  exchange approaches  
• Tas k Team of Regional Tas kforce x Strategic 

Communications  Group 
• Communications  profes s ionals  group on Ocean 

Decade Network
• Decade Action mentoring and s upport for s tra tegic 

communications
• High level s ta tement action via  Ocean Decade Alliance 

/  SIDS Coalition 
• Engagement in targeted regional events  – GFIC and 

others ?
• Pres ence in targeted international events :

• SDG Summit 
• 2024 Ocean Decade Conference 
• 4th International SIDS Conference 
• 2025 United Nations  Ocean Conference 



Sugges ted Elements  of 17th Ses s ion IOCARIBE 
Decade Recommendation 

• Recognition with thanks  of the work of the Regional Planning Group and 
Working Groups

• Support for the es tablis hment of a  Decade Coordination Office within the 
IOCARIBE Secretaria t according to the Terms  of Reference pres ented to the 
s es s ion with encouragement to Member States  and partners  to provide 
required in-kind and financial res ources  for the operation of the DCO 

• Support for the es tablis hment of a  TAC Regional Tas kforce to provide 
s tra tegic advice on Decade engagement and implementation in accordance 
with the Terms  of Reference pres ented to the s es s ion

• Encouragement to Member States  to es tablis h National Decade Committees  
and s upport outreach and engagement activities  in regional and international 
fora



J oin us  at the Ocean Decade Side Event! 
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