Sample of Concept Note and Agenda for Recognition Ceremony

Inauguration Ceremony for the Recognition of [Community Name] as a UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready Community


Background

Coastal communities are among the most vulnerable to the impacts of tsunamis. Strengthening preparedness, awareness, and response capacities at the community level is therefore essential to reducing disaster risk and saving lives.

The UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), through its Tsunami Information Centres, promotes the Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme (TRRP) as an international initiative to build community resilience to tsunamis. The programme requires communities to achieve a set of indicators covering risk assessment, preparedness, and response.

[Community Name], located in [Region/Country], has worked diligently with the [National Tsunami Ready Board / National Disaster Management Office / Local Government] to meet these indicators. Through collaboration among community leaders, local authorities, schools, and partners, the community has demonstrated commitment to enhancing disaster preparedness and ensuring the safety of its residents.

In recognition of this achievement, UNESCO-IOC formally acknowledges [Community Name] as a Tsunami Ready Community. This ceremony is organized to celebrate the milestone, highlight the community’s efforts, and inspire other coastal areas to pursue similar resilience-building initiatives.

Objectives
The ceremony aims to:
1. Officially recognize [Community Name] as a UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready Community.
2. Acknowledge the contributions of local authorities, national agencies, partners, and community members who supported the process.
3. Highlight the community’s journey toward achieving Tsunami Ready indicators, showcasing best practices in disaster risk reduction.
4. Promote awareness of tsunami preparedness at local, national, and regional levels.
5. Inspire replication by encouraging other coastal communities to engage in the Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme.

Proposed Activities
· Opening ceremony and welcome remarks
· Messages from national and local officials
· Community presentation: “Our Journey to Becoming Tsunami Ready”
· Official handover of the Tsunami Ready Recognition Certificate
· Presentation of Appreciation Certificates to supporting institutions
· Group photo session and media engagement
· Closing remarks and networking session

Agenda (example)
	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration of Participants and Guests

	09:00 – 09:10
(10 min)
	Opening 
· Prayer,
· National Anthem

	09:10 – 09:30
(20 min)
	Welcome Address and Remarks
· Representative of the UNESCO-IOC (in any)
· Representative of the National Tsunami Ready Board
· Representative of the National Disaster Management Office
· Prominent Official of the Local Government
· Community Representative (e.g., Village Leader / Community Chairperson)
· Etc.

	09:30 – 09:50
(20 min)
	Presentation on the Journey towards Tsunami Ready Recognition
· [Community DRM Focal Point / Technical Expert]

	09:50 – 10:00
(10 min)
	Presentation of Recognition Certificates
· By UNESCO-IOC Representative
· To the Recognized Tsunami Ready Community

	10:00 – 10:15
(15 min)
	Presentation of Appreciation Certificates
· To Supporting Partners and Stakeholders

	10:15 – 10:25
(10 min)
	Group Photo Session

	10:25 – 10:35
(10 min)
	Words of thanks and Closing remarks
· Representative of National Authority
· Representative of Community

	10:35 - ends
	Refreshments & Informal Networking



