Meeting Report
1st Meeting of the IOC Working Group on BBNJ
Date: 15 December 2025
Duration: 2h 10m
Chair: Hansan Park
Technical Secretary: Julian Barbière
Participants: IOC experts, UN DOALOS representatives, regional bodies, and program leads.

1. Opening Remarks
· Hansan Park (Chair) welcomed participants and emphasized the historical significance of the BBNJ Agreement and IOC’s role in its implementation, particularly in science, capacity building, and data sharing.
· Vidar Helgesen (IOC Executive Secretary) highlighted: 
· Entry into force of the BBNJ Agreement in January 2026 following 60+ ratifications.
· IOC’s mandate under UNCLOS as a competent international organization for marine scientific research and technology transfer.
· IOC’s potential contributions across all four pillars of the Agreement: 
· Marine Genetic Resources (MGR)
· Area-Based Management Tools (ABMT)
· Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA)
· Capacity Building & Technology Transfer
· IOC assets such as OBIS, GOOS, Ocean Teacher Global Academy, and Ocean Info Hub as key enablers for the Clearinghouse Mechanism.





2. Agenda & Terms of Reference
· Julian Barbière presented: 
· Objectives: Provide scientific and technical advice, develop recommendations for IOC’s role in BBNJ implementation, and support the Clearinghouse Mechanism.
· Membership: 26 nominated experts from Member States + IOC program representatives.
· Modality: Virtual meetings, English as working language, mandate until June 2027.
· Reporting: Progress report to IOC Executive Council (June 2026) and IOC Assembly (2027).

3. Overview of BBNJ Agreement
· Charlotte Salpin (UN DOALOS) provided a comprehensive update: 
· Agreement enters into force on 17 January 2026; 76 ratifications to date.
· Four key elements: MGRs, including the fair and equitable sharing of benefits, ABMTs, including MPAs, EIA, Capacity Building & Marine Technology Transfer.
· Institutional arrangements include a COP, Scientific & Technical Body, Clearinghouse Mechanism.
· Science referenced 100+ times in the treaty—underscoring science’s role, including potential IOC’s role.
· Preparatory Commission (PrepCom) continues work on governance, CHM modalities, and financial aspects; next session scheduled for 23 March–2 April 2026.




4. Technical Presentations
Five thematic presentations showcased IOC’s capabilities:
· Ocean Data & Observation (GOOS & OBIS): 
· Global frameworks for biodiversity monitoring, essential ocean variables, and data interoperability.
· OBIS holds 165M species observations and 27M DNA sequences; supports global assessments and marine spatial planning.
· Capacity Development (IOC): 
· Strategy 2023–2030; Ocean Teacher Global Academy (ISO-certified) and Ocean Decade Capacity Development Facility.
· Regional Coordination (IOC Sub-Commissions): 
· Role of regional bodies in tailoring implementation, fostering cooperation, and ensuring equitable participation.
· Ocean Decade Contributions: 
· 20% of Decade programs already support BBNJ; new e-learning course on BBNJ science and governance launching March 2026.
· Clearinghouse Mechanism (IOC): 
· IOC’s existing systems (ODIS, OBIS, Ocean Info Hub) as technical backbone for CHM.
· Immediate priorities: document system, capacity matchmaking, MGR reporting.

5. Key Decisions & Next Steps
· Focus for Next Meeting of the WG: Clearinghouse Mechanism (technical specifications, IOC’s role, cooperation modalities).
· Task Group: A small preparatory group (≤10 members) will be formed to prepare February 2026 session focusing on CHM, looking in particular at the following issues :
· Understanding the landscape and IOC’s comparative advantage in a given area​ and where partnerships may be required, looking at existing collaborative arrangements.
· Understanding of capacity development needs of MS (science community, decision makers, and managers) in specific area ​
· Recommendations for technical/scientific specifications to enhance IOC products, services and CD for BBNJ application, including areas in need of additional support and resources,
· Key messages to convey to IOC and UN MS engaged in the BBNJ process (incl though events).


· Follow-Up Actions: 
· Secretariat to circulate summary report, invite expressions of interest for joining the  CHM Task Group, and share survey on training needs for supporting the design of the IOC e-learning course developed with OTGA.
· Secretariat to share relevant documents issued by DOALOS in preparation of the 3rd PrepCom (23 March-2 April) related to CHM and cooperation arrangements with IFBs

6. Closing
· Chair thanked participants for their contributions.
· Next meeting tentatively scheduled for 20 February 2026 (virtual), with emphasis on CHM and alignment with PrepCom discussions.

