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PREP-1: 
Easily understood tsunami 
evacuation maps are developed

https://youtu.be/wECsv3XgJ3kVideo + 5:15 minutes 

https://youtu.be/wECsv3XgJ3kVideo


“Surviving a tsunami is a matter of 
getting out of the reach of tsunami 

waves and inundating waters in 
time”

Objective of Evacuation ?



The area people need to 
evacuate to
or
The area people need to 
evacuate from

What is your understanding of the 
Evacuation Zone or Evacuation Area?



PREP-1: Easily understood tsunami 
evacuation maps are developed

The community should have Easily 
understood tsunami evacuation maps that 
depict tsunami evacuation routes and 
assembly areas:
● Based on Tsunami Hazard Zone.
● Prepared with community consultation to 

incorporate local knowledge.
● Approved by local authorities.
● In accordance with the community’s 

Tsunami Emergency Response Plan



Why is it Important
• Evacuation planning is a sensitive and specialised activity because you 

are dealing with people’s safety and security.  For this reason, it needs to be 
endorsed by the relevant authority that has the mandate to authorise 
evacuation.

• The community needs to have ownership of the evacuation map, so its 
development should be a collaborative effort including the relevant 
stakeholders.

• The evacuation map should show evacuation routes and assembly areas 
using the tsunami hazard map as a basis for its preparation.  The community 
should be involved in its preparation to incorporate local knowledge.

• The development of an evacuation map is one output from a structured 
evacuation planning process that goes beyond the production of the map.



Official city, district or 
sub-district Evacuation 

plan

Evacuation plan in 
village

Evacuation plan in 
urban neighbourhood

Evacuation plan in 
hotel

Evacuation plan in 
factory

Evacuation plan at 
harbour/airport

Evacuation plan in 
market

Evacuation plan in 
hospital

Evacuation plan in 
school

Official evacuation plans provide credible and 
binding references for lower levels & institutions 



The Evacuation Planning Process
1.Prepare for the Planning

Mandates, Planning Team and 
Resource Person, Data and 

Information, Resource, Planning 
Profess and Timeframe

2.Understand Your 
Community’s Tsunami Risk

Hazar (inundation areas, ETA), 
Vulnerabilities, Exposure of People 

and Facilities, Capabilities 
(awareness, Knowledge, Early 

Warning)

3.Design your evacuation 
strategy and map

Evacuation time, evacuation zone(s), 
safe areas, assembly areas, mode of 

evacuation, evacuation shelter 
buildings, evacuation routes, 

signages, when to (self-) evacuate, 
support (traffic control, vulnerable 

facilities).

4.Assess, endorse and 
disseminate your 
evacuation plan

Public assessment of the plan, 
endorsement by local authorities, 
dissemination to institution and 

public, outreach strategy

5.Test, evaluate and improve 
your evacuation plan

Tsunami simulation exercise, 
means of observation and 

evaluation, revision of evacuation 
plan

1
Acquire 
required 

information

2
Identify 

Evacuation 
Zone

3
Identify Evacuation 

Sites, Assembly Areas, 
and Routes

4
Engage 

Community

5
Finalize Evacuation 

Map 

6
Obtain Official 

Approval



Pakistan

Examples



India

Examples



Indonesia

Examples



Manual and Guide No 82

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373019?posInSet=17&quer
yId=947ca611-1880-4ded-bb5a-4bd61c93c161

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373019?posInSet=17&queryId=947ca611-1880-4ded-bb5a-4bd61c93c161
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373019?posInSet=17&queryId=947ca611-1880-4ded-bb5a-4bd61c93c161


Thank you

IOC/UNESCO Indian Ocean Tsunami Information Centre
IOTIC-BMKG Programme Office

Disaster Risk Reduction and Tsunami Information Unit 
UNESCO Jakarta Office

iotic.ioc-unesco.org
www.iotsunami.org

youtube.com/iotsunami

@iotsunami

facebook.com/iotsunami

iotic@unesco.org

Please follow us on:

iotsunami
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