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• HAN is the official bulletin of the IOC for dissemination
of all HAB programme related activities: GlobalHAB, 
IOC Regional Groups, and others

• It serves as newletter to the International Society for
the Study of Harmful Algae (ISSHA)

• In addition to feature articles and new observations
reported by HAB experts worldwide

HAN BEGAN PUBLICATION AT THE SAME TIME 
AS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HAB 

PROGRAMME AND THE IPHAB

Harmful Algae News
1992 - 2025



o 7 Task Teams
o 5 Regional Groups
o 2 ICES-IOC Working Groups
o 1 International IOC-SCOR Programme

IOC  HAB Activities

With very uneven dissemination of their
activities through HAN !

Speedy modern digital media challenge
succesful continuity of HAN without
innovation2023



A community of ca. 
2500 people receives 

e-HAN

The objective of 
producing 4 issues per 
year was not achieved 





TASK TEAM ON HAB 
COMMUNICATION

During the XVI Session of the IOC-FAO Intergovernmental Panel on Harmful Algal Blooms/IPHAB-XVI 
(Rome, 27–29 March 2023)

Decision IPHAB-XVI.9 (pp. 22–23), with reference to the HAB Programme Plan, objective 6.1.1 
(IOC/IPHAB-IX.3, Annex VII), established a 

Task Team on HAB Communication with the following terms of reference (i–ix), alongside the 
corresponding intersessional activity carried out from April 2023 to March 2025:

ToR i) The new Task Team on HAB Communication will act  as the Editorial Board for HAN

Chairs: Beatriz Reguera (Spain) and Eileen Bresnan (UK)*

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000187040.locale=fr


Suggestions for a more dynamic Newsletter (XVI-IPHAB, 2023) 

1. A new Board is suggested including TTeams and HAB-related group Chairs,
committed ??? to report periodically about their group activities DONE

2. Include a “junior editor” representing the demands of the younger e-
generation DONE

3. Explore the possibility of having articles on line as soon as they are
accepted ………..reactivation of communication

4. Use a template to facilitate the steps from contributions submission to
layout SOON



Before XVI- IPHAB 2023;

13 Regional Editores

After 16th IPHAB (2023):

13 Regional Editores
+ 

19 IPHAB-related chairs
• (2) IPHAB Chair & 

Vicechair
• (7) Task-Teams
• (4) IOC –HAB 

Regional Groups
• (6) IOC-related

bodies



Improving communication with the Editorial Board  and readers

Kenneth Mertens
New Co-editor in Chief

In July 2024, Eileen Bresnan stepped down for profesional reasons
Kenneth Mertens (France) accepted to be the new Co-Editor in Chief

• First online meeting of the TT (2 different time zone hours plus one in Spanish 
with Latinamerican EB members) in October 2024)

• Second meeting in January 2025 
• HAN is now posted on social media (LinkedIn, X) in addition to previous 

dissemination through Ocean Expert Portal.



ToR v) Regional editors are expected to actively follow up on HAB
events, such as those appearing in the media, within their
respective regions and identify appropriate experts to write
articles for HAN—or alternatively, write themthemselves based
on compiled information and references.

This task needs to be reactivated to address the weak participation of 
many new Editorial Board members. Two online meetings (in October and 
January) were held, inviting all Editorial Board members to share their 
interests and provide new ideas.



Types of Contributions and New Guide for Authors (English, French and Spanish)

The range of contribution types expanded to ensure inclusivity for  news, opinions, and reports on events and ongoing 
activities related to the impacts of harmful algae and their toxins. 

 Feature articles: Invited contribution from a well recognized expert

 Reports on new events, species, toxins, or impacts detected anywhere, or Emerging Issues: well-known species, toxins, 
or syndromes affecting a new area for the first time.

 ICHA Highlights

 HAB-related IOC Programmes: updates from GlobalHAB

 Project Reports: Includes IOC Initiatives, working groups and workshops Training and Networking activities

 Red Tides Archives

 HAB Expert interviews

 Opinions

 Book Reviews



Planning for the year

Submission deadline

Estimated publication



HAN Issues Intersessional period IPHAB 2023 - 2025
HAN 72, 73, 74 (2023)



HAN Issues Intersessional period IPHAB 2023 - 2025
HAN  75, 76, 77 (2024) & HAN 78 (2025)



HAN Issues Intersessional period IPHAB 2023 - 2025
Last Issue, HAN 78 (2023)

HAN Editors are in contact with; 

 ISSHA President to ensure a timely 
publication of the Conference Highlights

 Local organizers of the 21st ICHA, October 
2025 (Chair: L. Guzmán) and have expressed 
their support for any requests regarding the 
publication of ICHA proceedings (2-page 
contributions) in HAN



HAN 77:  First time individual dois for articles 
which are directly picked up in Google Scholar 



 Modify the Task Team member list: Beatriz Reguera (Spain) and Kenneth Mertens
(France) to become Co-Chairs of the Task Team. A new member of the Regional
Board must be nominated to replace Pat Tester (USA)

 Task Team and Regional Working Group Chairs must commit to providing HAN
editors with tentative dates for their upcoming contributions to the newsletter in the
forthcoming months/year.

 Strengthen collaboration with IAEA and FAO to ensure their HAB-related
cooperation projects and training activities are disseminated via HAN.

RECOMMENDATIONS



THANK YOU

THANKS TO:

SUN YUN  (Associate Programme Specialist)
LEIF BOLDING   (HAN Layout)
HENRIK ENEVOLDSEN  (HAB Programme Coordinator)

Sun Yun & Beatriz Reguera
IEO (CSIC) Vigo 2022
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