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INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION
(of UNESCO)
 
Twenty-eighth Session of the IOC Committee on International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (IODE-28)
12-14 March 2025
Action Paper
Addendum (agenda item 6.2.5)

This addendum is being provided to allow Committee members to review the proposed Recommendation 6.2.5

[bookmark: _Toc191470788]6.2.5	ADVANCING OCEAN DATA SHARING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS WITHIN NATIONAL JURISDICTION
1. This agenda item was introduced by Mr Adam Leadbetter, Lead of the DCO for Data Sharing. He explained that the DCO-ODS is working closely with the UN Ocean Decade’s Corporate Data Group to promote ocean data sharing from private industry where data has traditionally been siloed and inaccessible. He then introduced the proposed Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.6 that was developed with the Corporate Data Group to further the use of the IOC Data Policy and Terms of Use (2023) particularly in the licensing and permitting of commercial activity which generates data within national jurisdiction.
2. Mr. Leadbetter noted that Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.5 includes the establishment of an Intersessional Working Group to support and promote the implementation of Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.5 and called on the committee for volunteers to be members of this working group.
3. Proposed: The Committee adopted Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.5

[bookmark: rec625]Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.5
Advancing Ocean Data Sharing for Sustainable Development in areas within national jurisdiction
The IODE Committee:
Recalling 
(i) that the IOC Data Policy and Terms of use was published in 2023 and recommends the findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable sharing of ocean metadata, data and products with minimally restrictive and voluntary common use licenses,
(ii) the importance of sustainable ocean management as emphasized in the Implementation Plan of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) endorsed at the 75th United Nations General Assembly in 2020,
Recognising that:
(i) there is a critical role for data in supporting and allowing science-based decision-making, including effective marine spatial planning,
(ii) the need for sharing ocean-data is also recognised  within the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Part XIII) and Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (Part II, V, VI),
(iii) the private sector holds and is actively collecting a vast reservoir of valuable ocean data, acquired through commercial activities in support of marine resource management, offshore energy exploration and development, marine infrastructure development and monitoring, and scientific research in every ocean basin,
(iv) the sharing of data collected by private sector bodies offers the possibility of immense benefits to science, policy makers, and the private corporations themselves,
(v) only a fraction of ocean-related data from private sector industries is shared publicly,
Noting that the sharing of these data collected by private industry using the IOC Data Policy and Terms of use would dramatically increase the volumes of data available for monitoring, understanding and modelling the ocean advancing scientific research and improving data-driven decision making in sustainable ocean management,
Encourages Member States to support the implementation of the IOC Data Policy and Terms of Use for the sharing of data for all-ocean related data collection, both publicly and privately funded, in their territorial waters and exclusive economic zones;
Calls upon Member States to recognise that data sharing practices will strengthen the collective ability of all to meet the goals of the UN Ocean Decade and to address UN Sustainable Development Goal 14;
Urges Member States to collaborate with industry, research and data infrastructure stakeholders to standardise ocean data sharing practices through the establishment of national data-sharing policies, regulations and permissions for all ocean-related activities conducted within their territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zones, including through the inclusion of the provisions of the IOC Data Policy and Terms of Use in licensing and permitting within their jurisdictions;
Affirms that sustainable ocean management requires unlocking the large volume of ocean data collected and held by private industry for collective benefit to scientific research, policy making and industry operations;
Instructs the co-chairs of IODE, in close cooperation with the Decade Coordination Office for Ocean Data Sharing and the UN Ocean Decade’s Corporate Data Group, to present this recommendation for adoption by the 33rd session of the IOC Assembly as part of the IODE-28 recommendation.
Decides to establish an inter-sessional working group to facilitate and promote implementation of this recommendation, with terms of reference as attached in Annex to this Recommendation.



Annex to IODE Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.5
Terms of Reference of the IODE Inter-sessional Working Group on the Advancing Ocean Data Sharing for Sustainable Development in areas within national jurisdiction (IWG-DSNJ)
Objectives:
1. Engage with and encourage the implementation by Member States of IODE Recommendation IODE-28/6.2.5 through providing practical advice and developing case studies,
2. Document the implementation of the IOC Data Policy and Terms of Use as outlined in the recommendation, 
3. Disseminate best practices of inclusion of ocean data sharing practices in national data-sharing policies, regulations and permissions for all ocean-related activities conducted within their territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zones,
4. Report progress on the adoption by member states of the recommendation to the 29th session of the IODE Committee.
Modalities: The IWG will normally conduct its business through entirely electronic means. Should any face-to-face meetings be deemed necessary, participation will be optional with alternative arrangements for electronic participation and in-person participation will be entirely self-funded. 
Expected meeting frequency will be at least once per month or as required by ongoing actions.
The IWG will operate its own secretarial tasks.
Membership: Initial membership will be composed of
· One of the IODE co-chairs, and/or a representative of the IODE secretariat
· Mr. Peter Burger representing the Decade Coordination Unit and the UN Ocean Decade’s Corporate Data Group
· Mr. Adam Leadbetter representing the Decade Coordination Unit for Ocean Data Sharing
· Other membership to be called for at IODE-28 from member states…

