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OUR VISION

To have agreed and broadly
adopted methods across
ocean research, operations
and applications.
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GOOS Connection with OBPS
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GOOS EOVs in OBPS
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Top 10 Essential Ocean Variables (EOVs) by Number of Records
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Essential Ocean Variables (EOVs)
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GOOS Endorsement process

The Global Ocean
Observing System
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GOOS BEST PRACTICE ENDORSEMENT PROCESS

The Global Ocean Observing System (GOQS) best practice ‘endorsement’ process has been developed
in cooperation with the Ocean Best Practices System® (QBPS), an Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (10C joint IODE/GOOS) Project which aims to support the ocean community in developing
and sharing best practices. The endorsement process was approved by the GOOS Steering Committee
1st October 2020

Any questions on this process can be sent to the GOOS Task Team on Best Practices lead, Juliet@saeon.ac.za.
Why Best Practices?

The benefits of following recognised community best practices are numerous and fundamental to the
sustained global ocean observing effort. They improve the reproducibility of science research, as well
as interoperability across disciplines and datasets by standardizing methods and data collection,
which allows practice in one area to be transferred to another. Best practices enable efficiencies,
saving the repeating of work already done, and support future proofing of datasets (the methods
collection and processing can be identified). They create transparency within data collection in the
ocean science community, making the data more useful, of known and reproducible quality,
reusable, and interoperable. Best practices support the transfer of knowledge and capacity building
and make the data usable by communities outside of the observing community. Best practices also
cover many different types of documents, they can be a standard operating procedure, a field
manual, a collection method or, indeed, a best practice. The vision of the Ocean Best Practice System
(OBPS) is to have agreed and broadly adopted methods for every activity in ocean observing from
research to operations to applications.

"Hermes, J., (ed) GOOS Best Practices Endorsement Process. Version
1. Paris, France, Global Ocean Observing System, 7pp. DOI:
http://dx.doi.org/10.25607/OBP-926

https://goosocean.org/our-work/ocean-best-practices/goos-endorsement-process/
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https://goosocean.org/our-work/ocean-best-practices/goos-endorsement-process/

OBPS Priorities 2025

1. Revision of the OBPS Terms of Reference to expand OBPS's role within IOC and the
communities OBPS supports, evolve from an OBPS Project to OBPS, and to redefine SG

membership becoming cross-10OC.

2. Evolving the Endorsement process for recognizing best practices. Involving the community
to endorse practices (Endorsing entities).

3. Repository content: Exploration of Al tools for improving discoverability, language
translation, content validation and curation of the repository.

4. Strategic Plan 2026-2030: Laying out a clear vision for OBPS for the next 5 years (in line with
|IOC strategy).

5. Ocean Practices Decade Program: Community engagement and networking to advocate the
creation of best practices.

6. Federated Network: Technology developments and improving how users find the
information they are looking for. Subnetwork of the ecosystem of ODIS (Ocean Data
Information System.

Link to background document on Ocean Expert: https://oceanexpert.org/document/35610
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Eqs8S4pjY7JU2Kob_Tre72nnul-MvKfO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114966491440731765327&rtpof=true&sd=true

Why evolve to be cross-10C OBPS?

e Ensure core set of IOC community best practices are findable and utilised, to support
delivery of trusted information.

e Provide community adopted best practices for across IOC, EOVs, networks, ocean
information value chain.

e More sustained and structured system, enabling long-term support for best practices
across a growing number of communities.

e Strengthening regional champions and the global best practices network.

e Sustained funding as IOC activity

Link to background document on Ocean Expert: https://oceanexpert.org/document/35641
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Suggested Objectives OBPS - v similar

Objectives

(i) Foster innovation and excellence by engaging with relevant communities in a joint and
coordinated effort towards producing, reviewing and sustaining relevant best practices and
standards;

(ii) Increase efficiency, reproducibility and interoperability of the value chain of |IOC by providing
the community with a unified, sustained and readily accessible interdisciplinary knowledge base
of best practices;

(iii) Maintain and advance the OBPS Repository as a universal and accessible storage for
|OC-relevant ocean related best practice and standards;

Link to background document on Ocean Expert: https://oceanexpert.org/document/35610
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Suggested Decision - I0C Assembly 2025

Decides to:

(i) transition the “IOC Ocean Best Practices System (OBPS) project” to the IOC Ocean Best
Practices System under a federation of IOC programmes and sub-commissions with revised
terms of reference as attached in Annex A of this Decision;

(i) establish the IOC Steering Group for the Ocean Best Practices System (OBPS) with the
terms of reference as attached in Annex B of this Decision;

Urges Member States to actively participate in the OBPS by submitting relevant community
practices on ocean observation, data management, products and services, and by promoting the

use of practices contained in the OBPS at the national, regional and global level.

Invites relevant stakeholders to contribute community practices and collaborate with the OBPS;
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