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BIENNIAL CD NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY:
1st: 2018-2019
2nd: 2020-2021
3rd: 2022-2023
4th: 2024-2025

FULL RESULTS available online: https://surveys.ioc-cd.org/
• Detailed responses, individual and per stakeholder groups

Presented at various meetings: 
1st Task Team Meeting on IOC CD Strategy 
2nd Task Team Meeting on IOC CD Strategy 
IOCARIBE Meeting 
Pre-Assembly CD Webinar Series 
OTGA SG meeting  
GE-CD Meetings

Published reports:
DOCUMENT IOC/INF-1403 
DOCUMENT IOC/INF-1396

https://surveys.ioc-cd.org/


TOTAL RESPONSES: 1005 from 118 countries

Of 115 developing country member states; 
• 902 responses received 
• 26 countries with NO responses
• 90 IOC national focal points (78%) did NOT respond to the 

Circular Letter and did not fill the survey

RECEIVED ONLY 25 IOC Focal Points, 10 IOC CD Focal Points
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2020 Capacity Development Needs Assessment Survey
Launched September 2020, closed February 2021



• Joint review in close collaboration with the GOSR team
• Complementary approach and joint effort in launching both surveys
• Synthesized questions resulting to shorter questionnaire with no other 

subset questionnaires for subset groups

• Respondents:
• only IOC National Focal Points as ONE NATIONAL RESPONSE 

Launched:  December 2022-January 2023, closed March 2023 (through 
CL 2919)

Results: 
from 17 out of 150 IOC member states (11%); 
13 out of 115 developing country IOC member states (12%).

Gender breakdown 
56% male, 44% women

2 Sections

Section 1: 
Respondent details

Section 2: 
Capacity development needs
Ocean Decade

2022 Capacity Development Needs Assessment Survey



IOC DECISION EC-57/4.6

v. advise the IOC CD Secretariat on the design and implementation of the biennial CD survey in
close collaboration with the regions, possibly including CD implementation impact
monitoring/metrics, also taking into account other methods such as regional reviews, science
conferences etc.;

vi. ensure coordination of the work of the Group of Experts and its Task Teams with GOSR and CD
aspects of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development, including the
Capacity Development Facility and Working Group 9 of the Vision 2030;



• Given the low response rate, the close engagement and involvement of the regional 
secretariats in the design and conduct of the survey was underlined to capture 
specific CD needs in their respective regions;

• Task Team on needs assessment/survey (See 5) to help redesign the IOC CD 
biennial needs assessment survey based on the outcomes of the needs 
assessment template with the RSBs;

• design the structure and methodology of the 4th reiteration in close collaboration 
with global and regional programmes to capture requirements on specific CD 
needs;

• conduct the CD survey in collaboration with regional secretariats, especially in 
identifying and reaching out to key stakeholder groups as targeted respondents in 
their respective regions;

• collaborate with other survey requirements of other programmes, e.g. GEBCO, CD 
Facility, Ocean Policies, GOSR, etc.

Recommendations:



2024-2025 CD NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY

Proposed Timeline

Redesign CD biennial survey TT on Needs 
Assessment/Survey 
CD Secretariat 

April – May 
2025

Organize CD biennial survey GE-CD
CD Secretariat

June – July 
2025

Implement CD biennial survey RSBs Secretariats
IOC CD Secretariat

August –
October 2025



23/09/2021

THANK YOU


