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Status of Actions & De c is ions – ICG/ PTWS-XXX
ICG/PTWS -XXX in September 2023 es tablished the  WG3 Task Team: Tsunami Ready to facilitate and coordinate 
efforts  relating to the Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme and within the ICG/PTWS, in support of the UN 
Ocean Decade Goals  (ICG/PTWS-XXX.1) 

Also, through ICG/PTWS-XXX.5, the ICG:

• Encouraged member s ta tes  to continue  to share  outcomes  and progres s ion towards “100% Tsunami Ready 
Goal” with WG3, including communities  a lready cons idered compliant through national standards

• Mandated the ITIC to continue  to facilita te  implementation and data  collection regarding TR in the PTWS

• Noted & Endorsed the proposed Tsunami Ready Equiva lency Approach that seeks to enable reporting of 
tsunami preparedness in a  manner compatible  with the UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme

• Recommends the TT TR to develop formal guidance  for the  application of this  approach, 
in consultation with the Regional Working Groups.  

  
                          Please see full recommendation in ICG/PTWS-XXX.5

https://oceanexpert.org/event/3920

ICG/PTWS WG3 Task Team on Tsunami Ready July 2024
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MAJOR ACTIVITIES IN 2021-2024+
● Ramp-up for Tsunami Ready
● Development of a global 

Tsunami Ready Interactive Map Viewer

● Hosting by ITIC of the 
Tsunami Ready web site 

● Development of a new 
Tsunami Ready Board Game

● Publication of the IOC Manuals and Guides 74 
«Standard Guidelines for Tsunami Ready           
Recognition Programme» Frolov, 2023; ITIC, June 2024

UNESCO/IOC TSUNAMI READY RECOGNITION 
PROGRAMME (TRRP)
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TRRP “Equiva le ncy”
The UN Ocean Decade Goal is  to make ”100% of communities  a t ris k of ts unami 
prepared for and res ilient to ts unamis  by 2030 through the  implementation of the  
UNESCO/IOC Ts unami Ready Recognition Programme and other initia tives .”

For the proposed ‘equivalency’ concept, the 12 indicators  of the Tsunami Ready 
Recognition Programme are taken as the definition of ‘prepared and res ilient’

The purpose of this  ‘equivalency approach’ is  to ensure that every country will 
contribute  to the UN Ocean Decade Goal. 

  This  process does  not require  application to IOC/UNESCO for formal 
  TR recognition but will support ICG reporting. 

. 

ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024



TRRP “Equiva le ncy”
The approach proposed at ICG/PTWS-XXX (September 2023) has the following 
principles:

  Countries  have  a  s trong motivation to ens ure  ts unami res ilience  
  (not box tick)

  Builds  upon exis ting programmes , capacities  and s trengths  

  We us e  the  12 indicators  of the  Ts unami Ready Framework

  Contributes  to ICG progres s  reporting for UNOD Ts unami  
  Programme 

ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024



TRRP “Equiva le ncy” is  a  country ac tion
Approach proposed at ICG/PTWS-XXX had 4 steps, s ince simplified to 3:
1. Identify /  es tablis h national governance  (National Ts unami Ready Board (NTRB) 

or equivalent).  NTRB guidance exists  in MG74.  Note Regional TRB will not be applicable in this  
context. 

2. As s es s  ts unami preparednes s  & res iliency agains t TRRP indicators
• Define the most appropriate level of “community”

• Guidance to be in the TR toolkit.  Should be pragmatic to enable meaningful application
• Undertake a process * that cross-references current status of activities         and 

products  of the “community” against TR indicators. 
• As far as  possible, utilise existing community reporting, some activities  may be  consistent 

across all communities. 
• Modify current MG 74 UNESCO-IOC TR application to create “TR comparison” checklist 

3. Report * progres s  toward UNOD Goal to ICG.                                                                  Member 
States through survey or national reporting (e.g. annual? Biannual?).                                    Ideally, this  is  
eventually integrated with PTWS KPI or National Reporting.

* to be proposed by Task Team for SC September 2024.
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Recent Dis cus s ion by the Tas k Te am
ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024

• Will be important to use all representatives of the task team, as  well as  the Regional Working Groups, 
to hypothetically apply the guidance to different country contexts  to ensure it is  applicable across the 
Pacific

• Also need to consider with the reporting how to align with the renewal process concept of TRRP – the 
process of checking up and maintaining is  very important 

• Suggest this  is  run as a couple of pilots  in countries  with existing DRR programmes (e.g. NZ, Japan), 
before final approval

• Equivalency is  good for countries  that have advanced tsunami preparedness programmes but for 
other countries  we should recommend the formal TRRP. 

• Along with that, noted the benefit of recognition to communities  in Indonesia – is  there more we can 
do to recognise / celebrate the benefits  of TRRP as well as  deliver this  equivalency? 



Ts unami Re ady in New Ze a land
New Zealand is not able to roll-out formal TR recognition as a national 
programme.

However, there is interest at a national level to encourage the 
measurement of Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme, in support of 
the Ocean Decade Goal of 100% of all at risk communities “Tsunami 
Ready”.

This would be preferentially undertaken at the Civil Defence Group Level 
-   committees of local authorities within wider council boundaries. 

ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024



Ts unami Re ady in New Ze a land
New Zealand has an existing Tsunami governance group called the National Ts unami 
Reference  Group, consisting of national and local NDMO offices, the national tsunami 
warning centre, and the science community. 

We will modify their terms of reference to include:
- Verification of an analysis  of tsunami preparedness, in the context of the Tsunami 

Ready Framework, and 
- To act as  a National Tsunami Ready Board for formal recognition, if required. 

ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024

We are prepared to use this  Board to also approve formal Tsunami 
Ready Recognition should a community want to pursue that. 



Early comparis on aga ins t indica tors
ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024

Done across all communities  
(national capability)

Legally required across all 
communities, reported every 5 years

Risk assessment is  legally required by 
all communities. Reporting not specific 
to indicators  and will need investigation

These variably occur across  
communities  and will be met by some 
but not others. 



Early comparis on aga ins t indica tors
ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024

We are working to be able to say:

XX out of 16 communities  meet a ll of the Tsunami Ready Indicators

YY out of 16 communities  a lmos t meet all of the Tsunami Ready 
Indicators



Summary
ICG/ PTWS WG3 Tas k Te am on Ts unami Re ady July 2024

The Pacific is  working on ‘equivalency guidance’ to strengthen reporting towards the 
UNOD goal of “100% of communities  at risk of tsunami prepared for and resilient to 
tsunamis by 2030”.  

We are conscious of doing this  while also strengthening implementation efforts  of the 
Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme. 

We intend to develop this  guidance with input from across the ICG to ensure it’s  
appropriate for multiple contexts. 

   We intend to present this  to the ICG in April 2026 for indicative 
   approval subject to a pilot. 
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