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Country Profile
• 8.6457oS, 

160.1562oE
• Land areas 

28,000Km2 
• Over 992 scattered 

archipelago
• Approx. 700,000 

population 

1.  The Solomon Islands 
UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 



Since 2011, SI remains in the top 10 countries that are at risk of natural disasters globally. 
Extract from World Risk Index 2021

Pacific Islands 
Countries Ratings

1. Vanuatu
2. Solomon Islands
3. Tonga
9. PNG
14. Fiji

2. Hazard Risk Rating – Solomon Islands
UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 



2007
Gizo 

Earthquake/Tsunami

2010
Rendova 

Earthquake/Tsunami

2016
Makira 

Earthquake/
Tsunami

2009
NW  Guadalcanal 

Flash Floods

2013
Santa Cruz 

Earthquake/
Tsunami

2014
Honiara April 

Floods

2019
Rennell 

Env. Disaster 
(oil Spill)

2020/2021/2022
• SW GP Earthquake
• Honiara Riots
• TC Harold
• Santa Cruz Env. 

Disaster (oil Spill)
• COVID-19

3. Major Disaster Events in the last 16 years (Tsunami related = 4 events)

> 20,000 affected
> 9,000 displaced 
(3,251 H/H 
destroyed, 3,047 
damaged)
IDPs relocated 
to Hills of Gizo

> 20,000 affected
270 villages in 6 
wards

> 5,000 affected
> 1,300 displaced 
(267 H/H destroyed)

> 3,300 people
> 2,500 displaced 
(93 H/H destroyed)

> 52,000 people
> 12,000 displaced
> 30 Evacuation 
Centers in HCC and 
GP
IDPs relocated to 
April Hill and Valley

> 11,595,000 directly 
affected
> 1,499 displaced
240 (46 H/H damaged, 
194 H/H destroyed)

NOTE
Important Reminders to NDMO, SIMS and GSD
▪ Sudden on-set disasters are always challenging to effectively issue EW and Coordinate
▪ Earthquake generating tsunamis – return period approx. every 2 years
▪ The SI NDM Plan 2018 is the country’s bible to managing disasters
▪ The good is that since the first Disaster Plan in 1987 to this year 2023, the NDC has a total of 37 years in coordinating and managing disasters in the 

Solomon Islands

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 



National Disaster Council Act 1989
▪ Section 5(b) establish the functions of NDC. 

Including approve and coordinate the 
preparedness, response and recovery activities 
related to disasters.

▪ Section 7 provides for establishment of NDMO
▪ Section 8(a) establishment of a National Disaster 

Plan + Coordination Arrangements

NDC Act 1989

SI National Disaster Management Plan 2018
▪ Section 18 provides for a set arrangement for 

disaster response (preparing for, responding to 
and recovering from disaster

▪ Section 22 provides for Hazard Specific 
Contingency Plans

▪ PART 3, Section 97 – N-DOC Arrangement 
▪ PART 3, Section 122 – P-DOC Arrangement

NDMP 2018

4. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Governance)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 



DRM Arrangement: National Level



DRM Arrangement: Provincial Level



DRM Arrangement: Ward Level

• Section 80, NDM Plan 2018 establishes the Ward Disaster Risk Committees

• Section 85 of the NDM Plan 2018, sets a broader function of the WDRC “to 

facilitate and support DM and disaster and climate risk reduction activities 

undertaken by Village DR Committees and to provide the critical connection to 

the provincial arrangements necessary to enable the Village DR Committee 

activities”



DRM Arrangement: Community Level

• Section 82, NDM Plan 2018 establishes the Villages Disaster Risk Committees.

• The functions of the VDRC are;

• to undertake planning for disaster management (preparedness, response 

and recovery) and for disaster and climate risk reduction within their 

communities.

• to promulgate early warnings, manage the initial disaster response, 

contribute to the assessment of impacts and undertake the local 

distribution of relief. 

• to undertake DM and disaster and climate risk reduction planning 

and activities in their communities connecting and coordinating with 

other local arrangements of Chiefs, churches or NGO’s 



DRM Arrangement: The NEOC/PEOC



5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Governance)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

The Hazard Advisors under the NEOC Arrangement

▪ Maintain Hazard Technical Agencies role 
with in the MDM Plan as per section 89(a) 
and (b), NDM Plan 2018. p.40

Section 89(a)
▪ Establish communications across 

levels (NDC and PDC, N-DOC and P-
DOC, NEOC, PEOCs and Sector EOCs’, 
and NERT and PERTs)

▪ Establish Early Warning Systems

Section 89(b)

▪ Monitor and assess potential 
disaster situations and issue 
warnings (SIMS issue warnings 

and NEOC issue What to do 
Information) 

▪ Activate arrangements and 
processes

▪ Manage communications and 
public information 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTRE (NEOC)

NEOC Functional Teams  N-DOC Meeting at the NEOC



Tagio Tumas
955 or 27936

info@ndmo.gov.sb



5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Implementation)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

Phase I project duration: 1 June 2017 to 30 
November 2018 

- Objective: To mitigate the impact of 
Tsunami by strengthening school 
preparedness in 18 disaster prone 
countries in Asia and Pacific including 
SI. 

- Key activities: 
• Development of School Disaster 

Response plans
• emergency evacuation routes and drills 
• communication products advocacy 

during World Tsunami Day. 
• Evidence of activities conducted in 

phase I can be viewed on this link and 
https://youtube.be/lx8vz7MT7f8

- One of the notable achievements in 
phase I is the involvement of the 
Japanese embassy (Solomon Islands) 
in one of the evacuation drills 
activities.

- This resulted in NDMO was given a 
grant from their grassroot program, 
and the construction of Titiana school 
evacuation centre was completed. 

Project is funded by JICA through UNDP and is implemented by the NDMO, 
SIMS, GSD through the NDC exisitng arangements under the N-DOC and P-
DOC

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asia-pacific.undp.org%2Fcontent%2Frbap%2Fen%2Fhome%2Fprogrammes-and-initiatives%2FSchoolTsunamiPreparedness%2Fsolomon.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdeltina.mamu%40undp.org%7Ca3c7bb0e5df54b92146708da11de7392%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637841944384683810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MPTTUs0lD41ZSDQzrIEFj%2FoFZX%2FCmOkj4pwJn2PlIaY%3D&reserved=0
https://youtube.be/lx8vz7MT7f8


5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Implementation)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

Phase II project duration: 1 December 2018 to 
28 February 2021

- Objective: Scaleup the projects 
intervention and institutionalize the 
preparedness and awareness programme 
to ensure sustainability of the project 
results. 

- Key activities: 
• Revisit schools in phase I and expand project 

activities to Goldie College and communities 
around Titiana and Mbabanga schools.

• Teachers Training of Trainers (TOT) was also 
conducted for whole of Western Province 
on how to develop ‘School Disaster 
Response Plans.’ 



5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Implementation)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

Phase III project duration (current): 
1 August 2021 to 31 March 2023 

- Objective: In considering the impact of COVID-19 
pandemic, and schools around the global are 
venturing into virtual learning, this project aim to 
strengthen school and community preparedness 
so that they are more resilient to tsunami, 
pandemic, and other hazards. 

The Tsunami project phase III aim to achieve the 
following three outputs, by engaging 16 tsunami 
prone countries in Asia and the Pacific (including 
Solomon Islands);
I. School and community preparedness plans 

reviewed and updated to include multi-hazard 
preparedness (i.e., tsunami, pandemic, and other 
hazards), 

II. Preparedness programme modules developed as 
part of efforts to institutionalized multi-hazard 
preparedness at local or national levels; and 

III. Public awareness of multi-hazards promoted, and 
World Tsunami Awareness Day marked through 
events, digital campaigns and awareness raising 
initiatives. 



5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Implementation)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

Identified Challenges
1. Sustainability

• Funding
• Resources
• Maintaining the interest 

(geographical locations)
• Regular Exercises

2. Turn over 
• Posting of teachers to other 

schools 
• New teachers
• New students
• New people to the community



5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Implementation)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

Best Practices
1. Increase community based knowledge on 

tsunami hazard
2. Community/schools have response plans
3. Partnerships created (capacity and 

capability sharing) – NDMO, GSD, SIMS, 
UNDP, UNWOMEN, MEHRD, SIRC, ADRA, 
Provincial Authorities (P-DOC), 
Communities, Donors (JICA) 

4. Ownership
5. Expansion of activity – teachers move to 

other schools and students going back to 
their villages

6. Gradual alignment and integration of 
stakeholder and community participation 
to national activities (DTX, TTX, FTX)

1. PacWave
2. Aelan Weiv
3. Aelan Faia
4. Exisiting HADR Exercises 

(ExLongreach, Pacific Partnership)



5. Example of Tsunami Ready Activities in the Solomon Islands (Implementation)

UNESCO/IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme – 

Where from here?

2023 key activities

1. February 2023 – Conduct validation and finalization of the school/community 
Disaster Management/Preparedness Plan and tsunami simulation exercise. 

2. March 2023 – Conduct TOT for teachers – on lesson learnt and as part of information 
sharing. 

3. The Tsunami Project phase III will end on March 2023. Current discussion - IDRM 
project NGO grantees to carry on with the Tsunami project pending activities after 
March 2023, in Western Province. IDRM Project’s Grantee in Western Province are 
Solomon Islands Red Cross Society and ADRA

4. Explore opportunity to work with UNESCO/IOC for the Tsunami Ready Recognition 
Programme (including establishing the required mechanisms) with the idea is to start 
with the current communities with tsunami plans. ITIC, UNESCO/IOC to assist 
technically and financially in the initial Recognition Activity. 



SI Tsunami Ready Project Key

Code Activities

TRP1

Initiate and implement Tsunami Ready programme and work towards a Honiara 

Tsunami Ready City by 2025

1.1 Review and establish National Tsunami Ready Board

1.2 Recruit a Tsunami Ready Coordinator

1.3 Conduct a Tsunami Ready stakeholder workshop 

1.4 Conduct Tsunami Inundation modelling using Bath-tub or numerical approach

1.5 Create hazard inudation map to identify high risk areas in Honiara

1.6 Identify high risk communities and school in Honiara

1.7 Establish specific Tsunami response plan for identified schools and communities

1.8 Install tsunami signage based on the inundation maps for the entire Honiara City

1.9 Established early warning system (Siren System) for Honiara City

1.10 Conduct public and educational awareness on tsunami risk and response

1.11 Conduct Tsunami Ready Validation and Recognition 

TRP2 Conduct assessment and evaluation for existing Tsunami ready communities by 2024

2.1 Conduct reviews on established tsunami ready communities and schools

2.2 Submit report for tsunami ready recognitions

2.3 Communities and schools are fully recognized as Tsunami Ready



Tagio Tumas
955 or 27936

info@ndmo.gov.sb
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