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COSTA (Collaboration for Qil Satellite Tracking in the Americas ) is an
international effort to enable nations in the Americas to stand up satellite oil
monitoring and analysis capabilities in the Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean and adjacent
oceans.

With the availability of high resolution, publicly available satellite imagery, routine oil
spill monitoring can provide the first warning of a spill or intentional vessel ol
discharge, help inform and direct spill response resources during major spills, and
help countries find and target chronic leak sources.
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COSTA partners and coverage

US Since 2009, US National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)’s Satellite Analysis Branch (SAB) has
established a 24/7 satellite marine pollution program to
monitoring marine oil spills in the US EEZ in near real time.

Trinidad and Tobaﬁo. Connected through I0OCaribe and GEO
Blue Planet, TT is the first Caribbean country trained by NOAA
and has fully establish their operational oil monitoring
program since July 2021. They expanded to cover Eastern and
Southern Caribbean in March 2023. NOAA, UNEP and RAC-
REMPEITC are helping them connect and engage with
countries in the newly engaged region for oil spill report
distribution and collaboration.

Mexico and Peru has finished their training in mid 2022, and
have transitioned to near real-time monitoring. Mexico is
currently monitoring in Southern GOM.

Colombia is the latest country to join COSTA. Training starts
in a week.

Central American countries through Central America
Integration System (SICA) has shown interest to join COSTA.
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Country/territory name
British Virgin Islands
Saint-Martin

Sint Maarten
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COSTA Oil Reports and Notable Oil Spill Events Supports
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2022 Sunken Tanker M/V

Satellite Oil Spill Report from 2021 Triniad and Tobago 21 U° O1 Spill in Aruba

Trinidad and Tobago Guaracara oil spill
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MARINE POLLUTION
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Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries
Analysis by: Trinidad and Tobago Cil Spill
Montoring Group

Ninistry of Energy and Energy Industries
Analysis by: Trinidad and Tobago Oil Spill
Montoring Group
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DATA SOURCE: SENTINEL2B
MODE: Multispectral
RESOLUTION: 10 meter

REPORT DATE/TIME: 11/08/2021 0530 (UTC)
DATA SOURCE: SENTINEL1B

MODE: Interferometr.c Wide (W) VW
RESOLUTION: 20 meter
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Crews were being rescued,
covering in oil
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3.65 km? Total Area of Possible Oil

AREA/BLOCK: Teak Samaan Poui 113

Total Area of Pessible Oil

AREA/BLOCK: Unavailable Acreage 150
REMARKS: Pessible oil was observed in satellite
imagery. This ancmaly is unconfirmed as oil. The

anomaly seemed to be mainly thick ol with small

areas of regular cil at the edges. The thick oil was
approximately 3.90 NM long and 0.33 NM at its

REMARKS: Possible cil was observed in satelite
imagery. This anomaly is unconfirmed as ol The
ancmaly was approximately 22nmn & east to
west direction, and 12nm n anorth to south
direetion. It was located just offshore frem Point-
a-Pierre tc Orange Valley. The oil slick showed
strong contrast with the surrounding waters. This
appears to be oil from the spill orig nating at the
mouth of the Guaracara River. Winds were out of
the ESE at approximately 7 kn.

Picture of the oil spill
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widest. The regular oil was approximately 4.18 L 4 c= 3

NM long and 0.42 NM at its widest The anomaly o T
was approximately 15.70 NM east of Point Radix,
and ran in a north easterly direction. The wind at
the time of the observation was approximately 7
knots from the east north east.
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UNCERTAINTIES: There are some cther oil
facilties in the southern area towards La Brea
which are aiso lzaking and possibly contributing
smaller quantities of oil

UNCERTAINTIES: The suspected point source
may have been one of the nearby facilities,
however this was difficult to confirm.
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Recommendations
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. We encourage member countries in the Wider Caribbean region(WCR) to support and
benefit from the IMA’s monitoring effort in the Eastern and Southern Caribbean region.

. COSTA program are interested in partner agencies or regional organizations who can
stand up long term oil spill monitoring program, and cover a large geographic area. We
also encourage WCR countries and territories to engage with COSTA about
establishing a regional oil spill monitoring program where currently there are none
(e.g., Bahamas, Turks and Caicos and near the Great Antilles region).

. The COSTA program is also gauging the region’s interest in other environmental
satellite monitoring such as vessel detection, marine debris, fire and methane

detection.
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